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THE FOLLOWING Is AN EXTRACT 
from the MEMOIRS of 
/ REV. J. 8. THOMPSON: 
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any longer? If not, of what alyantaze is the 
pardon of original sin? Seeondly, If God cannot 
Save man in his sins, who shall save him? If 
man must be delivered from bissins before God, 


Returning from Buffalo, I visited West-Bloom-|or Christ become his Savicur, can either of 
Held, where { experienced much friendship, at} them be called a Saviour? & not man his own 


the house of Elias D. Wight, who, in company 
with a few otaers, engaged me to preachia few 
months, in that vicinity. During this time I 


‘preached occasionally at Richmond and Livonia, 


and formed a Society, of which John Adams and 
Joshua Philips are worthy members. About this 
time | had a public controversy with some me- 
thodist preachers, an abstract of which was then 
published, and is here inserted in the form of a 
dialogue. Though in that part between me and 
Mr. Williams, each had fifteen minutes allowed 
to reply, yet nothing is here presented, but an 
answer, in a few werds, containing the substance 
of what was said, taken from minutes of the dis- 
€ussion, : 
Richmond, (Ont.) August 10. While preach- 
ing from 1 John iv. 14, [ cited 1 ‘Tim. iv. 10.— 
The Rey. Mr. Wright, Methodist Minister, be- 
ing present, interrupted me by citing, with pe- 
culiar emphasis, the last part of the verse. | 
turned and said to him, Sir, you are either igno- 
rant of the language or doctrine of the Apostle, 
for Paul hath plainly. asserted, ¢ God is the Sa- 
viour, of ali hen.” which proposition is true, 
& independent of the second in the text,viz: “es- 
pecially of themtbathelieve”’ I then observed 
to the congregation, | feared no cornsequences: 


if any gentleman was prepared to address them | 


with greater advantage to the interest of truth 
and piety, | would immediately yield, being 
persuaded that none could successfully contra- 
dict my discourse, otherwise than by proving 
the apostles false teachers. 

Mr. W. then addressing the people remarked, 
that I had talked much of Jesus as a Saviour, 
bat never informed them from what he saved 
men. This he thought was of the highest im- 
portance. 
from original sip, aad by his death procured an 


offer of salvation to all men.~ He asserted sal-, 


vation to be conditional; cited Mark xvi. 16, 
and exclaimed, What damnation is this? If the 
wicked receive ‘all their punishment in this 
world, the righteous must also receive their re- 
ward, consequently, there is no heaven nor sal- 
vation after death. God cannot save men in 
their sins, and if they die in them, they mast go 
to hell. He then referred to 2 Cor. y. 11, and 
spoke of the terrors of the Lord. Here he be- 
gan to vociferate, and beat the desk most tre- 
mendously. He afterwards observed that I la- 


bored to make men Universalists, not Christians, | 


but beeause he knew the terrors of the Lord, 
he warned them against me as one of the false 
prophets spoken of, Ezek. xiii. 
his parody. 

l replied, the ange! commanded Joseph to 
gall his son Jesos, because he shall save his 
people from their sins, and not merely from 
original sin, as Mr. W. had asserted. | If Jesus 
save men from original sin only, then he is no 
Saviour, and the name is misapplied. If God 
damn men to all eternity, can he torment them 


He then told us, Jesus saved men| 


Here he ended 


* 


Saviour? What salvation ose need, when 
he has freed himself from sin! As to the words 
damned, damnation, there is not a word in all 
the original Scriptures, which will bear to be 
so translated. This will appear evident by 
translating the original word dimned, wherever 
it occurs. Thus, “he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Mark xvi. 16. ‘The Father damneth 
no man, but has committed al! damnation to the 
Son.” John v. 22. “God sent his Son not to 
damn the world.” John iii. 17. Who then can 
damn men? If God and Christ do not, can the 
devil? Ifso, he must be more potent than the 
Almighty, for he wills that/all should be saved, 
(1 Tim. ii 4,) and sent his Son to save the 
world, (1 John iv. 14,) and to destroy the devil 
and his works. (Heb. ti. 24. 1 John iii. 8.) Mr. 
W. iofers that if the words of Solomon be 
true, (Prov. ii. 31,) those of Peter must be 
false. 1 Peter i. 3,4. But let him read his 
Bible before he undertake to combat Universal- 
ism, and he will find answers to all his ignorant 
and irreverent objections © About the meaning 
of Ezek. xiii. | will not contend: Jer. xxiii. 
from the 22d to the 23d verse will answer my 
|purpese God says, “he is against the dreamers 
| that use thei tongues, and say he saith.” Jude al- 
so speaks of filthy dreamers. As Mr. W. is un- 
able to support his opinions by Biblical testimo- 
‘ny, let him go to the credulous dupes of super- 
istition, to publish his dreams, and proclaim the 
‘terrors of a frantic imagination. We say to 
|men, Fear not. Godis Love, and the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns alone. 

Mendon, Munrce, Aug. 13. I preached from 
Isa. iii. 12. Afterservice five Methodist Preach- 
‘ers assembled for combat, and the following So- 
cratic disputation ensued : 

The Rev. Mr. Williams commenced the at- 
tack, by demanding’ if 1 believed God had fore- 
ordained whatsoever comes to pass, 

Thompson. 1 believe and teach God has fore- 
ordained the salvation of the whele human fami- 
ly, and will bring it to pass. 


‘or illustration. 

T. Lam not a Calvinist, neither came I to dis- 
| cuss the doctrine of necessity. If yon desire in- 
‘formation on that subject read the works of 
Leibnitz, Hartley, and Priestley. 

W. 1 beg to decline the perusal of these 
‘authors, and demand a reply to my first ques- 
‘tion. 

T. Sir, if your question include all things, 
‘even the most minute, l reply, no; for I do not 
believe God foreordained a child to cry, and its 
nurse to rock the cradle. 

| W. tam desired to change the question, and 
ask, Do you believe God has decreed all moral 
‘events or actions? 

| 7. Sir, I believe you do not intend to discuss 


W. lam requested to ask you to reply, yes, or | Sitihce bi 
‘no, to my questions, without any qualifications twenty years, my faith in the divine Mercy has 


the subject fairly, but to obtain an opportunity 
of exciting against me the prejudices of the 
vulgar. If you insist on a reply, 1 must be al- 
lowed to ask you, do you believe God foreknew 
whatsoever comes to pass? 

W. We came not to answer, but to ask ques- 
tions: ct . 
T. Then you confirm my suspicions of your 
intentions. 1 teach, God hath predestinated all 


men to eternal salvation, according to the good 


pleasure of his own will, and that he worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will, and re- 
fer you to Ephesians i. 4—12. 

W We believe that God decreed that all 
might be saved, if they would. 

T. Then you believe that God decreed just 
nothing, or that he decreed his will, should be 
determined by man’s. 

W. You will not come to terms. 
we will not continue the debate. 

T. The terms are evident: I came here to 
preach the salvation of all men; you to calum- 
niate the doctrine. If you are able to refute it, 
I pray you proceed. 

W. You will not commence at the beginning. 

T. God determined to create and beatify a 
world of mankind, there is the beginning. He 


Therefore 


governs them according to his good purpose, _ 


there is the middle ; and he will effect the sal- 

vation of all his intelligent offspring, there is 

the end. Now, gentlemen, you have the begin- 
ning, middle and end of God's designs, and of 
my preaching, and you feel yourselves unable 

to oppose either. 

Here a motion was made by the Rev. Mr. 
Weeks for an adjournment, and the appointment 
of a committee to determine the subject, and 
manner of debate. During some altercation 
which followed, an aged man stood up, and ad- 
dressed the audience : 

Gentlemen—-I have come twelve miles to hear 
this debate. 1 wish to know, before I return, 
whether the Salvationists or Damnationists shall 
gain the victory. If the Salvationists, | go home 
rejoicing. If not, 1 shall return mourning.— 
Gentlemen, I have a family, and | love them.-— 
(Here the tears flowed copiously, and the man 
showed great agitation) Having stood in 
speechless purturbation for some time, he pro- 
ceeded. Gentlemen, Ifear not formyself. For 


remained unshaken, but I feel for others. O, 
let me know if I may reasonably hope for the 
ealvation of my family. 

T. Men, women, and children, go to your 
homes, congratulate each other, we are all a- 
bout to meet shortly in heaven. Tell your 
neighbors here are several Methodist Preachers, 
who are unable to cite a single text for the ex- 
istence of hell or the devil, or a punishment, af- 
ter death. I have preached to you the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God. Ifyou love your 
neighbors as well as yourselves, you will come 
to hear me; but if you are partial and maleyo- 
lent, and desire to see the destruction of those 
who may have offended you, then you will go to 
hear these Methodist Ministers, who preach the 
horrid doctrine, that God hates his creatures, 
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and will send the greater part of them to endless|tled the contnversy? O, yes, your con- 

wnisery, science will aflim, your attachment th 
The audience was then dismissed, and the | ligion of Jesus | compel you to ad ’ 

meeting adjoursed until Wednesday, the 27th the ei Be shall be happy. — aetre 

instant. opponents say, he witnesses contradict th 
August 27, met according to adjournment.— selves if If they attempt to maintain bas they. 

The house’ being incapable of receiving the | Wil! ruin their qwn cause as well By ming j a 

people, men were sent to erect seats in the|! doing so, they will overturn the evidence o 

" rec . 


woods. In the mean time our Methodist breth-| Christianity, Though I believe the pri i 
na ; drawn from the tesurrection is as immovable as 
ren invited the people to a capacions and ele- : : , | 
, the pillars of heaven, yet | can bring additiona 
nt chorch, lately erected in Mendon. The 
. J. Badger, and ‘I, Dixon, Esq. being evidence before you, when needed. My oppo- 
a ted on tes rayne ulekecbokck nents will not dare to deny that God loved the 
Toe een re : world, when he gave his Son to die for it. (John 
and Dr. Allen, Secretaries, the subject of debate | ™ % je : 
uli. 16.) Zephanial declares, “God shall rest in 
was demanded. . 3 ” 74 -4 bh - “Th S 
k hat t his love.” (Zeph. ii. 17.), John says, ose 
a | Every man must now that the! whom Christ loveconce, he loved to the end.” 
subject is, whether all men or only a few shall (John xiii. 1.) “God’s love is everlasting.” (Jer. 
he caved. xxxi. 3.) O, my fellow preachers, renounce a 
_ Williams. Mr. Thompson has asserted, there | God that will save to day, and damn to-morrow; 
is no punishment after death. Let him main-| he js not worthy your contidence. In him you 
tain or abandon the assertion. cannot find rest for your souls! Jehovah, the 
T. Mr. Williams and his brethren, preach | Father of us all, is Almighty, infinitely wise and 
the doctrine of endless misery. Let them sup-| good. 
port their sentiments. Notwithstanding, if they | means, which Jehovah has in his eternal power, 
acknowledge the restitution of all things, or ad-/ be exhausted, as he shall sufter one of his little 
mit that they are able to oppose the fin:il salya-| ones to fal! into the regions of despair, or divine 
tion of all men, | will maintain the full and eter- abandonment. 
nal salvation of all mankind. W. Jesus says, few shall be saved; and Paul, 
W. You are bound to do so. We have met| that the wicked shall he punished with everlast- 
you to combat that sentiment. You have said ing destruction. (Here he commented.) 
tive Methodist Viders bad agreed to debate, and} oq 4 predicted that my opponents would en- 
you were willing to grant them their Ow" | deavo ’ 


te : they had read _ their Bibles, they would have 
7. I suppose there are twice that number of| known that the terms saved, salvation, are used 


you, but care not whether there are five or/in a temporal as well as spiritual sense; and ihe 
fitty-five. You appear like men shut up in alierm destruction, implies annihilation, or, at 
ctly, strongly besieged and bombarded by the | least, decomposition, consequently, there can be 

enemy. Conscious that your stores are Scanty,}no pain after death. 

pa piped powertah and rigorous, ye are W. 1 can cite a passage where you must ad- 
esirous of being as parsimonious as possible.— mit, destroy, does not mean to annibilate. “QO, 
Have your own terms. , Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself. Destroy 

r Prove your doctrine, that all pain is tem-|this body, and | will raise it up.” 
poral. 

T. Lhave asserted the doctrine, it is yours to 
disprove what | have affirmed. 

W. We wish to hear your manner of de- 
fence. 

T. Professors of the religion of Jesus-—At the 
age of fifteen I determined to he a Minister of 
Christ. Since that period of life, twenty years 
have been spent searching for truth, which | .¥ ve 
ever have considered as a pearl of great price. |. 1 You have not proved the proposition. For 
(Mat. xiii. 41.) | am forced to become your | if the body were dead, as the text Abe yatee 
preacher on this occasion. Forced, did I say? then, as a dead bedy, it could not feel pain in 
O, no! my soul exults in God my Saviour, that | “!ssolution, even by fire. And if the soul be im- 
ever he counted me faithful, by patting me into maierial and immurtal, as you wrm, it could 
the ministry. J have labored night and day, til) }20t be destroyed, nor decomposed. If it be ma- 
it has pleased God that the flims of ignorance terial and mortal, it died with the body, and was 
and prejudice should fall from my eyes.- Now /"8conscions; consequently, there could be no 
[ regard my opponents as the Sadducees, to} P@in after death Moreover, ne honest man 
whom Jesus says, “You do greatly err, not | 'VUld have translated the original word, gehen- 
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God |”@% by the term, hell; nor would any rational 
For in the resurrection they are as the angels of| 4" Suppose an immaterial soul could be de- 
God in heaven.” (Mat. xxii. 29, 30.) Yes, my |Stroyed by material fire. | of 
hearers, these men are ignorant of the Scrip-| W. The usbeliever shall not see life, his part 
tnres concerning the resurrection, and God’s}Shall be taken out of the book of life aad the 
alm‘ghty, transforming power, which. shall | holy.city. 
ehange our vile bodies into his own likeness.—— T. If the unbeliever cannot <ee life, and you 
Shall any of Adam’s ofispring, rise in sinful un-| cannot deny but that ali have been unbelievers, 
happy circomatances at the vesurrection ? Je-|then we must all go to hell together, and your 
aus, frithful and true witness ! thon shalt de-!doctrine is universal damnation. ff you read 
Dan. xii. 1, 2, 7, and Rey. xii. 7 > Xx. 9, and Yj 


cide, “They are equal onto the angels, and are 

the children of God, being the children of the | to 26, you will easily see. that the book of life 

resmtrection.” (Luke xx. 36. Rom. iii. 19—99.|and the holy city, refer to circumstances of an 

and | Cor. xv. 35—68. Phil. iii. 21, and | ecclesiastical polity, and not to those of heaven 

i John iii 2.) Then permit me to ask, Paul says, man’s nnbelief shall not make the faith 
God has concluded them 


have not Jesus, Paul, and John, forever set-|of God of none effect. 


T. Jesus says, destroy this temple, i. e. take 
asunder all its component paris; consequenily, 
it shall cease. to be a temple; i. e. the temple 
;Shall be annihilated. O, tsrael, thou bast de- 
stroyed thyself; as a people, or body politic. 

W. Jesus says, fear him, that after the body 


is dead, can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Here 1s pain after death. 


Se ee 


As soon shall the eternal reservoir of 


r to make Christ contradict himself. If 


all in unbelief, that he might bave 
all, (Rom. iii, 3, and xi. 32.) 


We The terms everlasting and eternal, ¢ 


japplied to the punishment of the wicked, and — 


also to the Deity. Now, if these words mean 
not endless, we cannot prove that God or the 
saints shall be eternal, or that heaven shall be 
eternal. a Ske ak 


T. This argument is a mean sophism, which — 


will appear ridiculous when unmasked, ‘Thus, 
lam tall, the steeple of this chureh is tall; 
therefore, I am as tall as the steeple. Napo- 
leon is great.. God is great; theretore, Napo- 
leon is as great as God. I stand prepared to 
prove, that the word translated everlasting, 
eternal, is, by the best authorities, Homer, and 
the sacred writers, limited to the age of the 
youngest person in this church. 


W. You can probably prove the word, éver-— 


lasting, to mean only one day. : 

T. { did not say so—bet Jonah limits its ex- 
tent to three days. And I defy any respectable 
Greek scholar to say it means endless, without 
blushing. aby 

W. It is applied to the punishment of the 
wicked, in connexion with the finat judgmeat. 
(Mai. xxv. 46.) 

7. If you would look at the adverbs used in 
the Sist verse, and then read Mat. xvi. 27, 28. 
Mat. xxiv. 3, unto the 35th. Jobn xxi. 21, 23. 
| Pet. iv.7, you would be forced to admit the 
judgment is past 1700 years, and consequently 
the punishinent was temporal. 


. W. The sin against the Holy Ghost shall 
never be forgiven -in this world, nor in that 
which is to come. 

T. Sir, you preach, and your discipline as- 
serts, that Jesus made a full atonement, oblation 
and sacrifice, for the sins of the whole world. — 
If Jesus paid the debt, how could it be forgiven ? 
According to orthodoxy, God forgives no sin, 
however small. Moreover, if a man commit 
murder, and be put to death for it, shall any 
pretend that the man was forgiven ? 

W Do youadmit there is any sin? Let this 

‘be decided. 
1. I know not what you call sin; pray ex- 
iplain Acts ii. 23, and iv. 28. How could the 
Jews crucify Jesus with wicked hands, when 
delivered by the determinate counsel of God? 

W. God delivered bim for our offences, or 
offered him as a Saviour, and the Jews put him 
to death? ; 

T. Then the Jews did much more to save 
the world, than God, for he only offered Jesus 
|to be a Saviour, and the Jews by killing him, 
| made him a Saviour; this is the best account | 

ever heard of them. 

W. We believe the Jews did not put Jesus to 
death. The Lord made him an offering, and his 
wrath Jay heavy on him, and occasioned the 
death of Christ. . 


T. | hear something more horrible, than 1 


have ever before heard fall from the lips of - 


a mon, viz. that the wrath of God killed Jesus, 

(whom, with an audible voice from heaven, he 
‘had declared to be his well beloved Son, in 
whom he is well pleased. 

W. Then the Father might deliver Christ, 
and the Jews, as free agents, might put him to 
death, " t& 

T. So then the Father only. helped Judas to 
betray Jesus, and consequently Judas, was a co- 
worker with God. ‘he term agent, cannot ap- 

| Ply to man, who is entirely dependent. Pilate 
jaud the Jews did only what God's power anf 
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ian had predetermined to be done Acts ty: 
said to Pilate, * You could have no 


ieee 


"power against me, except it were given you 
from on high.” John xix. 11. 
— xiv. 7, and Amos iii. 6. 

W. Then you do not believe in original sin, 
nor total depravity, consequently no change of 
nature isneeded. ; 4 

T. 1 know not what you call original sin ; 
you tell me of the devil’s sinning in heaven, 
which if true, was before Adam sinned. Then 
you tell of Adam’s sin being original. You talk 
of man’s changing his nature, first to evil, then to 
good. I believe all such stories, to be fanatical 
and imaginary. Every man has the nature God 
gave him, and God will never damn one man for 
another’s offence. ; 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 
PREACHED AT ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, ON SUNDAY, 
pec. 17, 1826, THE DAY AFTER THE 


FIRE IN GREENFIELD. 


“There are, my brethren, evenis in the 
course of Proviggere calculated to remind us of 
the coming of the Son of Maa, and the end of 
all things; to impress upon our minds a deep 
sense of the transitory nature of worldly objects, 
and the uncertain continuance of temporal en- 
joyments, and to urge upon us the importance 
ot renewed diligence in the great duties of pre- 
paration for a future and unchanging state of 
existence. Who of as that witnessed the mel- 
ancholy conflagration of yesterday morning, 


they are mentioned in the 24th chapter of Mat- 
thew, and 13th chapter of Luke; for there it is 
to this description of the destruction of all ma- 
terial things, if such a destruction be meant, the 
clear and positive assertion of Christ is added, 
“Verily, | say unto you, this generation shall nat 
pass till all these things be fulfilled.” (See Mat. 
xxiv. 29-36. Mark xiii. 1—32.) If this be the 
description of Chris(’s coming, and the burning 
W. I don’t say he will: Jesus saves tien from ef eg world, dips: wibiek the. preacher aladen, 
the sin of Adam and all its consequences. ‘a std ee besdalded Dot igdoranpessen. per 
verseness, to pretend that the event is to be 
contradict Christ as flatly, om any other topick 
as the orthodox do on this, and | am persuaded 
he would be denied the name of a Christian.—. 
But it is one thing to contradict Christ in sup- 
port of a popular opinion, and quite another to’ 

do it to favor one that is unpopular. 
the Universalists are looked apon with contempt, 
and treated asno christians, for the sole cause of 
believing and advocating a doctrine which is 
founded op the verity of what Christ las said 
world was no otherwise destroyed by water, 
than by the destruction of men and their works ? 
: ; ee Sa And were not men and their works destroyed, 
could help, os the exercise of religious feeling, ‘at the siege and taking of Jerusalem, as effec- 
extending his views forward to that solemn M9-itually as they were by the flood? And was not 
ment when the voice oi the arch angel and the ithis destruction denounced by all the prophets 
trump of God sbali summon the sleeping dead ROtiay she, dosthncties by fire ? (See, for instance, 

vome forward and look upon the desolations of pour y sii, 18—23.) 

a falling and consuming world! Who of us) jy the {Sib chapter of Matthew, Christ as-| 
sion for the purpose of inciting his fellow-men | bzekiel, reterred to above. Bat, although the 
to activity in the discharge of the various duties | harvest is called the end of the world, yet Christ | 
of life : far from it. In this respect he is high-| forbade bis disciples, even then, wimest two) 
ly to be commended. But the use which the |thousand years ago, from considering it far fu- 
preacher makes of the subject to draw the at-|ture, saying, “Behold, Lsay unto you, lift up 
|i tention of his hearers to what he calls ‘the des-| your eyes, and jook on the fields, for they are 
(olations of a falling and consuming world,” be-| white already to harvest.” John iv. 35. Yet, 
(trays sach a degree of ignorance of scripture as|after (he lapse of so many centuries, the profes- 
|ican hardly be atoned for by all the good efiects|sed or pretended disciptes of Christ, not only say 
‘which could reasonably be expected to arise | 


said, that “the sun shall be darkened, and the 
Gen. 1 20. Isa.| moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heaven 
shall be shaken: and then shall appear the sign 

of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 

the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 

he Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 

- T. When will Jesus save man from Adam’s} jgoked for now as future? Shall men be con- 
sin and all its consequences ? sidered christians who virtually say, in contra- 
W. In the resurrection. | diction ef Christ, that generation, viz. that which 

T. You have stated that human depravity and\lived 1800 years ago, did pass away, and ali 
corrupt nature, as well as all actual sin flow, those things were not fulfilled? 1 know they 
from Adam. Now the argument is at an end, |are, and will be, not only considered christians, 
You have either committed yourself, or you are | but the very best, if not the only christians ; 
respecting his coming, the metaphorical de- 

struction of the world, and other things there- 

with connected; so that, in fact, they are treat- 

jed as infidels for believing, by those who con: 

sider themselves Christians for not believing, 

|Christ. In 2 Peter iil. 5, 6,7, the destruction of 

the world by fire, is compared with its destrac- 

could behold> the fury of that raging element, | sorts that the harvest is the end of the world; 
triumphing nee the works of ees: and laying | ong that, as tares are gathered and burned in 
waste the fabrick in which he ioueted, without ithe fire, so it should be in the end of the world; 
recalling to his ck Natl tee (ruth, that he would send forth his angels, and gather 
that we have here no abiding city, &c. eut of his kingdom every thing that doth offend, 
The above extract is not noticed to find fault|and them whieh do iniquity, and cast them into 
the harvest, or end of the world (age or dispen- 

ifrom it. he preacher evidently supposes that |sation) has not yet come, nor the fields become 
(the coming of Christ, and burning of the world, | white and ready to harvest, but, a-great while 
‘are to be considered in a literal pomt of view, | yt it will ae come, Bape is wicked will 
‘and that they are events which have not yei|/be cast into the furnace of fire, even suck: a 
|b apired, bat are to be looked for as future.— | fire, to all intents and purposes, as occurred at 
Now if the coming of Christ and the burning of | (ireenfield, Mass. in Dec. 1826! When such a 


with power and great glory.” Bat so it is, that 

as much a Universalist as myself. but let a Universalist, a Unitarian, or a Deist, 
tion by water ; but who does not know that the 

with the preacher for improving such an occa-|a furnace of fire; as predicted by the prophet 
(the world are mentioned in the sacred scriptures, | fire again occurs, (which | hope will never be | 


In truth, | 


| Job, &c 
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the case,) my sincere wish is, that some one ar- 
dent orthodox clergyman would step into it and 
thus let us know, by fair experiment, whether 
such literal fire will burn righteous people; for 
if it will, I see not but they will need as much 
preparation to meet the catastrophe, at the end 
of the world, as the wicked. Of what avail can 
it be to urge sinners to prepare for the end of 
the world, in such a manner as to escape the 
literal burning, unless saints are to be secure a- 
gainst it? And what preparation, pray, can 
that be, which will secure men against the oper- 
ation of literal fire? Please to gzve us infor- 
mation on this head, or, peradventure, we may 
‘burn up, with the material world, in spite of all 
that we can do. IB; 


5°-}The following is the introduction to a Sermon en- 
titled, The Book of Job. an Allegory. Delivered in 
Bethel, Vt. Sept. 11, 1825, by Rev. K. Haven. 


Expositors have generally considered the book 
of Job a history of facts, notwithstanding they 
have never been able to form any probable 
opinion of the age of the world in which he liv- 
ed. Some suppose that it was written by Jub, 
some by Elihu, and others by Moses. From its 
diction, many have concluded that it was origi- 
nally written in the Arabick language, and that 
Moses rendered it into Hebrew. but before we 
subscribe to all of these opinions, we shall do 
well to attend to the following particulars. 
ist.' Neither ecclesiastical nor profane histo- 
ry, foreign from the book, gives us any correct 
account of such a man as Job, nor of his riches 
and great preferment. Neither are we inform- 
ed where the sons of God assembled, nor when 
any of these important events took place. It is 
supposed that Job was a Gentile ; bet nothing is 
said in the book relative to the Jews or Gentiies 
respectively, vor of the legal or gospel dispensa- 
tion. Neither is there any mention made of any 
event, prophecy, or miracle recorded in the 
other parts of the bible, nor of the names of the 
patriarchs, prophets, or apostles : which circum- 
stances do not characterize any other book of di- 
vine scripiures, the Canticles excepted. Now 


1s it not passing strange, that a correct historian, 


in narrating such marvellous events should pass 
over every important data in entire silence ? 

2. The indefinite manner in which those 
events are recorded and their mysterious nature, 
deserveattention. It issaid of Job’s comforters, 
that “they came every one from his own place;” 
but where their place of residence was, we are 
notinformed. Job’s property and children were 
destroyed ina very marvellous manner—“Fire 
came down from heaven, and burned up the gev- 
en thousand sheep, and the servants that attend- 
ed them.” ‘his must have been as great a mi- 
racle as the destruction of Sodom by fire. ‘he 
property of Job was restored to him, as it ap- 
pears, in a supernatural manner; and also his 
ten children, the same number that he had 
lost. 

We read, **When the sons of God presented 
themselves before the Lord, Satan came also 
amovg them,” &c. Here, Satan remains a si- 
lent spectator, until God commences the conver- 
sation, by interrogating him, “Whence comest 
thou?” Silence being broke, a lengthy alierca- 
tion takes place concerning the integrity of 
God taking the affirmative, and Satan 
maintaining the negative side of the question. 
Thus the debate proceeds, until God decides the 
matter by an experiment, and delivers all Jub’s 
property and his children, and, lastly, lus person 
into Satan’s hands, with this one vestriction, 


“byt save his life.” We need not tell what fol- 
lowed. Lt appears that Satan was faithful in ac- 
complishing the work of destruction. ‘Thus it 
appears that much property is wantonly destroy- 
ed, and many lives sacrificed ; and what is still 
more cruel, the person of an innocent and up- 
right man is most grievously afllicted. No guilt 
nor misdemeanor in Job, or any other being, is 
assigned as the canse of this mighty devastation; 
but all is done to convince the sable ruler of 
Piuto’s hell, who is denominated the enemy of 
God and man, that Job is an innocent and upright 
man. Surely this looks like that old the- 
ology, which teaches that God punishes the inno- 
Gent, to convict, convince, and convert the guil- 
ty. We donot believe that Ged, who is infinite in 
power, wisdom, and goodness, thus sports witb 
the feelings of his creatures. 

3. The parabolical style in which the book 
is written. The writer commences it in the 
usual style of parables and fables. He says, 
“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose 
name was Job,” &. Now I consider the ex- 
pression, “there was a man,” equivalent to the 
saying, “a man there may be,” or “there may 
be a certain man.” Thus Nathan, in his para- 
ble to David, said, “There were two men in 
one city, the one rich, and the other poor,” 
&c. Christ said, ‘There was a certain rich 
man,” &c. Again, “A certain man had two 
sons,” &c. Again, There was a certain rich 


man, which hada steward,” &c. Again, * A cer-| 


tain man went down from Jerusalem to Jerico, 
and fell among thieves,” &c. It may he said, | 
that Job’s place of residence is mentioned, viz. 
Uz. So Jericho is mentioned as the place to 
which a certain man went. Now there is as 
much importance to be attached to the one ex- 
pression as the other; and if one be a statement 
of facts, so may the other. Indeed, the book is| 
called a parable. ‘The following words are 
twice expressed, “Moreover Job continued his 
parable, and said,” which imply, that what he 
had said before was a parable, and what he con- 
tinved to say was allegorical. Now we never 
find the equivocal form of speech, “there was a 
man, or a certain man,” &c. made-use of by his- 
torians in narrating events. The style is pecu- 
liar to parables and fables. 

4. Some importance is attached to the refer-| 
ences that are made to the book by inspired | 
writers. It is supposed that St. Paul referred | 
to the book, when he said, “it is written, he’ 
taketh the wise in their own craftiness,” &c. | 
But we should recollect that it is common for 
writers to quote from parables to illustrate their | 
discourses. Now we cannot suppose that St. 
Pau! would quote the words of Eliphaz as in- 
piration. St. James, in our text, refers to the 
patience of Job as a hearsay, or common prov-} 
erb. He first directs his brethren to consult the | 
patience of the prophets, and adds, “Ye have 


| 


heard of the patience of Job.” &c. Now these|pamphlet. “The thunders of Sinai, the flaming 
references to the book of Job, no more prove | curses of the Jaw, the horrors of the pit, and all 


that it is a history of literal events, than the ref- 
erences of modern writers to the parables of our 
Lord prove that there were snch persons as the 
ten virgins, or the rich man and Lazarus. No 
one ever donbted the truth of the Gospels on the 
account of the parables they contain. So the 


book of Job may be an allegory, replete with! 
moral and religious instruction, in which the| best illustrated by the exhibition of afew facts 
most important truths are inculcated and enforc- | which are stated in the pamphlet of Mr, Per- 


ed. It, doubtless, was written by Moses, or 
some inspire d svint of old, who was well ac-/ 
quain‘ted with human nature ; and therefore, it! 


1s worthy of a place among the canonical wri-| 
tings. Let it therelore be distinctly understood, } 
hat we do not reject the book as spurious : for} 


‘ 4 
we phy ein > 


ne oracles | up their hearts to God, their doom will be sealed 
prever. = y Se 
- Finney has sometimes appointed a period with- 


nature on the other. 


$C }The Sermon, from which the above extract was 
taken, can be had at this Office.—Price 124 cents. 


HOLY ALLIANCE. = 


smepesttch: that for a time seemed to thre 
We have seen a small pamphlet of about one) puin? Ag efamples it ia eaid, that the Mr, 
hundred: pages. recently printed in Utica, N.Y.) Norion in one of his sermons said, “You Unita 
entitled “A Bunker Hill Contest, AD. 1826, | pians in that gallery, do you hear me? You 
between the Holy Alliance for the establish-| ..o4 not think you are going to heaven.” “You 
ment of hierarchy, aud ecclesiastical domination | a6 no more entitled to the name of Christians 
over the human mind, on the one side; and the than the devils in hell.” The same Mr, Norton 
asserters of free inquiry, Bible religion, Chris-\ .,i4 41 another time in the pulpit to some young 
tian freedom and civil liberty, on the other.” persons who had attended a ball on the fourth 
Its author is Ephraim Perkins, who announces | or Juiy, “You fie like blocking under God’s char- 
himself in his preface to be a plain farmer of | sot whats? 
‘Prenton, N. Y. ‘The object of the publication! “Without going through the disgusting de- 
is to expose the extraordinary proceedings oa tail of blasphemy and impiety, we shall only 


some of the leaders in the great “revival,” as it) Quote the celebr: for Col. M 
is technically called, which has lately been got, elebrated prayer for Col. Mappa. 


up in Oneida County, and of which our readers ) 
have beard something. Mr. Perkins appears 
to be a sensible, judicious man ; a firm and in- 
telligent advocate of liberty of opinion, and 


long been a professed Christian, aod a member 
_of the church “of whom, and his heuse; the vir- 
| tuous poor, the widow and the fatherless cannot 
, , speak without tears of gratitude ; and wh 
pledges himself tor the truth of the statements raoral example and plnenariia caaneien 
contained in his pamphlet. | more than those of any other man to preserve the 
We had before heard much, by report, respect- | (gown and village in which he resides from those 
ing this celebrated “revival,” and were disposed | excesses of tavern haunting, profanity, and licen- 
to make considerable allowance for the exagge-| tiousness, which disgrace many towns and yil- 
ration which usually accompanies the report of | jages.” % 
transactions of this nature. But we confess that | ‘This venerable Christian, one of those con-— 
in this case the half had net been told us. . It had | temptible fanatics, the disgrace and reproach 
never been our lot to hear in modern times of not only of Christianity bat of humanity, by name 
such another instance of the power of ignorance | Nathaniel S. Smith, called by name in a public 
and fanaticism over human weakness and credu- prayer, and: invoked God to “smite that wicked 
lity. man, that hardened sinner, who never prays, that 
The principal leader in this “revival” is| stubborn rebel, that self righteous pharisee, 
Charles Finney, who five or six years ago be-| who stands on an eminence and has embraced a 
came a professed convert from infidelity to the} Jie, and is leading multitudes, who entrench 
belief of Christianity, and in consequence aban-) themselves behind him, down to hell. O God, 
doned the study of the law in which he was €n-) end trouble, anguish, and afiliction into his bed- 
gaged, and commenced preaching, after having | chamber this night, shake his bouse over him, 
studied something which he perhaps calls divin-| and cause him to tremble ; God Almighty, shake 
ity, about two years, but which is probably more | him over hell.” : r 
correctly designated in | Peter, iv. 1. if his oa Such is the blasphemy which is perpetrated 
sequent conduct has been the proper result of his’ ander the name of religion. Such the diaboli- 
studies. cal means employed to bring about, what is 
For about three years he has been employed by | called, as if in impious mockery, a “‘revial of 
the Domestic Missionary Society, in getting up| religion.” 
revivals in various quarters. It is said that he} It is but an act of justice to say that the enor- 
has been remarkably successful in this business. } mities here described are not sanctioned nor ap- 
The process he employs is thus described in the| proved by the- most enlightened orthodox of 
New-Engiand. They deplore these hideous ex- 
cesses, and regard them, as all rational obser-_ 
vers must regard them, as a moral pestilence, 
withering and destroying every impulse of ben- 
preducé consternation and dismay in the minds|evolence, every emotion of piety, and making 
of those who attend his meetings.” Itis not our| religion itself appear loathsome and infectious. 
design to describe in detail the machinery of a}— 
“revival” as it exists in New York. ‘The spirit 
with which it is got up and conducted will be 


the epithets of lamentation and despair are put 
in requisition by the most consummate skill to 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, _ 
By Rey. S. Streeter, Mr. John Neat to Miss 
Mary Aun Dyar. Mr, William Mallet to Miss” 
Hannab Pain. s ap. 


kins. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the question 
is put “who wishes to be prayed for to night, or 
who is willing to give up his soul to God 7” 
Those who wished to be prayed for must kneel, 
and are iniormed that if they rise without giving 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 

Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Rufns Russell, ag 
22, formerly of Roxbury. Mrs. Nancy Porte 
aged Ol. 


ol. M. is an aged man, seventy years old, has, _ 


- 


